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25X1A ro This report mod: fies ai clarifies Paragrapn 3 oF | 
feted that Nai Khuang Abhaiwong was tne leacer and supreme 25X1A 
25X1X commenier in chief of the Khmer~[ssaraks, ‘This statement, was gradac. — 25X1X 


1. Nai Ehoang Abnaiwong comands great popularity and respect in Gambod i: 
becaus: of his femily an. ee backew und, and because of bis own 
persen- lity. Almost all of the various groups which ccmprise the Krmer= 
tasara’. movement or adbere to it claim to ba asseciated with Nea Kiev sag 
and to be led by him. However, moss off these greups are made up or 
opportinistic profit-seehers withous serious political intentions, cr 
mere bendits. ai Khuen is welll evare of this and regards most oF 
these -“roups wiih either good-natured contempt o1 downy ght dislike. 

He com letely disapproves of theix ‘renal banditry and he tainks they 

are el.. "for saic", He is reported to have said jokingly co che 

French Minister an Bangkok; "If you are worried ebout the Khmer~Isseraks, 
why dott you my them cif? It wuid not he very expensive’. Fron 

a poid: Leal podr 3 of view, Nai Khueng feels that the present deployment 
of activities ageiast the French in Gamoodia is merely playing into th 2 
hands of the Viet Minh. He lmows that the Vieb Minh movemant is ¢ ceadly 
seriou: one anc considers it much more of a danger to Cambodia end cian 
than he does the Frencn. 


2. The tw. most prcminent self-aave rbised ieaoers of the Khmer-Issarake in 
Bangkol: are Phre Phiset Phanit, Nal Khuang’s oroi.ner~in-Lax, and Nec 
Yawali', Abhaiworg, Nai Kruang's nephow. Nal Khueng vegards them as 
unserumious, ircompetent. and foelish and givas them no encouragemert. 


3, Phra Piiset is stupid anc. unpopular ancl has no real influence. He 
propeb.7 contrcis : only two or tivras small bands of Issaraks in Cambodia 
but Liles to gdvertiee himself as a graat Leader. Despite his family 
eormecd.on with Nai Knuang, he is a foiiewer of Pridi and iff he has sny 25X1X 
importunce at ali, it lies in his relationship wth the Pridi group | Zn 
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he Phre Phiset's principal subordin tes ere: 


a. Wai Sun, who is an intimate friend of Tran Van Giau anc ueing 
teins lhaisen with him for ohra Paisets 

o. Nei Tok. who is wealtny: 

a. fai Hool, » woo stele a Franch automobile in Cembodia, smugyled 
ii. into Siem, and was arresied for this theft by the /‘angse 

a thorities under French pr-ssure. Nei Hool was subscouanbly re~ 
lvased becavse of “lack of -vidence’ (sic), 


mrs. Wai Yool i: undousted iy Golonel Houl Joagsearybaap 
WhO WAS YEVOTEeL. in tne Hangkok oress on 15 Sentemper I9hk7 as Prins 
Ministers and Minister of Finance in the Free Cambodian govarinen? set 
up in i-ambodian-oceupied parts e Siem Reap and Rettanbang. Golonel 
Howl was reported as having been deputy fielé commander as ths Cambodian 
armed forces in Sndochina, On 2 forlil 19h8. Agence Frece 2 Presse reported 
that Howl had been arrested in ®ngkok on 21 April follow ag Ais AIL 
sale o/ &@ motor var stolen from. French convoy in Indochina. He wes 
reported as having taken refuge on Siam when the bulk of ‘iis broopa AB 
def ecatud Semon had to sive back Battambang and Siem eas". On 
@7 April 19L8, fhra Phiset wrote a Letter to Liverty, seylag bhas the 


Free Cambodians “did not support a and thet he was not related + 
25X1X their novement. | 


5. In Jate March 191.8, Phra Phiset. “on behalf of the Khner-T3sera", and 
Te ih, on behalf of the Viet Nam goverment, signed a “treaty of 
mutual belp. Tt provided for tho "sooperation between the Kiracr-issarak 
Aray and the Arry of the Viet Nau Republlict? , and its tema were tubher 
VOGUG, 


o&. The PRS. neipal izmortance of the “hmer-Tssarak to the Viet inn lies 
less ii the movenentis military ootenmtial than in ite ability so: 


wiiinmess to eid the Viet Minh in maintaining liaison bebxe2n Goehi: 
25X1A shine =nd Sian, for i passage fT ams. troons, agents, couriers ang 

political leaders. vh lea desertbes 

the movements of Tran Van Giau ocross tha Gembodian<Siune 92 Pantier 
~Issavaks. } 


Ys About the baginving of April 19), Viet Minh leaders or advisers wera 
25X1A attached to various Khrer=Js ic unite. with a resulting Luprovenornt 
in their efficieney, acai nt, To has not bean determined whether 

the ebvachmont cf these Jeaders r advisera (i.e. Gan Fo) vas the result 

of the aesord (which the Viet Wich clains it was) or mere incidence. } 


&. Phra Priset has come somewhat un er the aegis of iuene Paibal. and 
was jor iructed br him to sien th: “hreaty? with Te Hi as a neasuve that 
would “scilitate Sianese governont esolonage in Ratharban 2. He EL, 
25X1X widuicl eg the move would be a goo” propaganda stunt, “swallowed the Lait", 


25X14 a iGonner: % ieee fe 1 apparently thinxs well. of 
Para Priset and way oartly conte 1 him (sce x. In orivate cone 
versation, Le Hi has stated that Phiset is a "ood man", junonge the 
Viet Minh da Bargkok,:it has bee. reporhed, it is a feirly open secret . 
cnat Prya Phiset. who is now shoet of fiyxis, is being finarced Ly the 
Viet Wim News Service However. Le Hi has stated privatel: bint the 
payuien.s are returns of advances: previously made by Phiset in hia 
prospe: ous days, Nevertheless, t seems probable that the “treaiyt was 
a gonusne one arc that Phiset's orinei pal collaboration is with che Viet 
Minh and the left wing of the Fre “hai. Phiset's liaison th rar 
Van Gicu (paragraph 4), if this -eport is validated. supports this vier.) 


ol 


Nai Yavalit Abhaiwong's interest in the Khuee-Issavak is a oexsonel OT, 
as, lise his uncle, he owns cons! derable property in Rattanoane. His 
principal follower is one Colone Riley {spelling uncertain) a. 


25X1X 
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10. Anothe: importari person in Bankok wno was connected with the Kume:- 
Issarai: movement was the late Luang Raksa Waves, whose widoris Nai 
Knuang's sister. He provided rinancial (and possibly) other assioterce 


5X1 for th: Khrier-Tssaraks for reasons of expected parsonal profit. 
.: at. Iueang Reksa was stubbed to death on 1); June 1916.) 


1k. Anothe: KhmereIssarak Leeder in Ranvkok is a person known 1s run oi 

Sarun ‘alse repcrted as Agun), who is & protege of Luang Adu] Aduldet 
Gharat. GSarun is a Cambedian who is an officer in the Siasess polics 
force, He is cre of the mest important Khmer-Issarak 3 arg, He If 

2 lesa ovuportunistic and more importawk than Phra Phiset F 

25X1A ‘epoxrted Liewtenant Sarun ag é@ Slamere- 
natura.azed Cambodian prince who is releted w Inang Adul shrough 

25X1X marviave.) 


ie. The principal leader of the pue:cilia bandit bands in Cambodia is 
a Gamb-cian who was formerly # non-conm.ssiconed cificer in the Prenca 
Army. He abscoraed about & yea’ ago with a payroll which 19 vas 
suppesc:d to take to a certrin unit and “hen joined the "regictants". 


13. The Kher-Issareks are rew well-armcd. They have an abundincs of 
modern weapons which are principslly Japanese and include rifles. 
subemachine guns, machine guns and even mortars. For the somant. 

25X1X the si:uation in Cembodie is quict and shere have recently been no 
seriou: attacks by the khmer-Issard.s JR) The reason for this 
lull din that the Issaraks sre preparing for something "big". 


ll, Althouch Nai Khveng is staying aloof from the Khmer-Iseara: movenen’ . 

he is very quch interested in everyuning thet transpires 12 connection 
‘with i: ana has en intelligence network in the country to 

advised. This retwork is cperaicd by Nal Khuang's son=inelaw, Nad 
Prayul Abhaiwone,. who is a Siamese custome official at Araaya Pratet . 

dated May 197, stated thut Jai. 

25X1A Prayal seemed tc be the Free Carsbodian Jeader abthab time, since Pria 

Phiset had fallen into cisrenute.) 


CONPIDENTEAIYCONTIOL = U.S, OFFICIALS ONLY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP82-00457R001800990004-4 


